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Aradhna AGGARWAL is Policy Director, Wadhwani Foundation, New 

Delhi. She is also an Associate Professor, Delhi University, and was  

formerly a senior fellow with the National Council of Applied Economic 

Research (NCAER), New Delhi. At the Department of Business 

Economics, University of Delhi, she has taught Industrial Economics and 

Economics of Services. Her research interests include industrial growth, 

globalisation, economic reforms, competition, international trade, FDI, 

technology transfer, technology creation and innovation, export 

competitiveness, and WTO-related issues.  

 

Dr. Aggarwal has served as consultant to several international organizations such as UNDP 

(Colombo), UNCTAD (Switzerland), World Bank (Washington DC), UNESCAP (Bangkok), 

Global Development Network and the National Board of Trade, Sweden.  She has had 

association with policy  think tanks such as  the Indian Council for Research on International 

Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi, Research and Information Systems (RIS), New 

Delhi, and Centre for Trade and Development (CITD), JNU.  

 

Her work has appeared in various international journals including World Development, Journal 

of Development Studies, Research Policy, Transnational Corporation, Technology in Society, 

Health Economics, International Journal of Commerce and Economic Policy and Journal of 

International Trade. Her  book “The Anti-dumping Agreement and Developing Countries 

(Oxford University Press) was released in 2007. Another book “SEZs in India:  Socio Economic 

Impact” was released by the same publisher in 2012. 

 

She has a Ph.D. in Economics from Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi. Her thesis 

was awarded the prestigious Professor Chhablani prize in recognition of its research 

contributions.   

 

 

 

 

 

Huma AMIR is Chairperson and Assistant Professor, Department of 

Marketing, Institute of Business Administration (IBA).  She is also Senior 

Research Fellow, Center for Business and Economic Research (CBER) 

IBA, Karachi, Pakistan. Besides supervising various private consultancy 

projects, delivering guest lectures, and chairing sessions at international 

academic conferences, she is also an Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Journal of 

Industrial Marketing Management. Dr. Amir has also worked with the 

Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE) – a US Chambers of 

Commerce affiliate partially funded by USAID – to help formulate the National Business 

Agenda (NBA) for the Pakistan Business Council (PBC). She was the recipient of Warwick 

Business School Doctoral Bursary for three consecutive years 2005 – 2008. Her areas of interest 

are International Marketing, Consumer Behavior, and Social Research Methods  

 

Dr. Amir holds a Ph.D. in marketing from Warwick Business School, University of Warwick, 

UK 
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E. AHAMED is Minister of State for External Affairs, Government of India. 

Mr. Ahamed was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1991, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2004 

and 2009. During 2004-2009, he served as the Minister of State for External 

Affairs. From April 2009 to January 2011, he was Minister of State for 

Railways. He assumed charge again as Minister of State of External Affairs 

on January 24, 2011.  

 

He was elected to the Kerala Legislative Assembly in 1967, 1977, 1980, 

1982 and 1987. From 1982 to 1987, he served as Cabinet Minister for 

Industries, Government of Kerala. From 1971 to 1977, Mr. Ahamed was the 

Founding Chairman of the Kerala State Rural Development Board. From 1979 to 1980, he was the 

Executive Chairman of the Kerala State Small Scale Industries Development Corporation. From 

1981 to 1983, he was the Chairman of the Municipal Council in Kannur, Kerala. 

 

Mr. Ahamed is currently the National President of the Indian Union Muslim League. During his 

tenure in the Parliament, he has been a member of several parliamentary committees including 

External Affairs, Railways, Civil Aviation and Tourism, Public Undertakings, Science and 

Technology, Environment and Forests. Mr. Ahamed was also the Chairman of the Government 

Assurance Committee.  

 

Mr. Ahamed is widely travelled and has represented India at the United Nations six times between 

1991 and 2009. In 1984, he was sent to GCC countries as an Emissary of the Prime Minister.  

 

He graduated from Govt. Brennen College in Tellicherry, Kerala and later studied law at the 

Government Law College in Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala. He has also authored 3 books in English 

and Malayalam.  

 

Manzoor AHMAD is Regional Trade Advisor, USAID Pakistan. Prior to this 

he was the Chief Executive, World Trade Advisors, an independent 

consultancy firm based in Geneva. He is also Senior Fellow at the 

International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Geneva 

and is a Member of the International Food and Agriculture Trade Policy 

Council (IPC), Washington, DC. He is the theme leader on the recent 

ICTSD/IPC Expert Group Dialogue on the challenges pertaining to 

agricultural trade and food security in the 21st century.   
 

Dr. Ahmad has over three decades of experience in the fields of international 

trade, customs, and food and agriculture policy issues. He has served as 

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the World Trade Organization (WTO), Director (D2), Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO), in Geneva and Deputy Director/Senior Technical Officer, World 

Customs Organization (WCO), in Brussels.  
 

He has been involved in an ITC-sponsored study that assesses the probable impact of normalization 

of Pakistan-India trade on certain sectors of Pakistan’s industry. In 2012, as a part of the awareness 

campaign launched by Pakistan’s Ministry of Commerce, he visited 10 leading Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry to explain the implications of normalization of trade with India. He 

interacted with over 1000 leading businessmen and also has published a major study on the issue. He 

has published several papers on international trade, particularly on trade facilitation, tax policy, 

agricultural trade policy and food security. 



Speaker Profiles 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
2nd India-Pakistan Annual Conference on Normalizing India-Pakistan Trade Relations  

 

January 21-22, 2014, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 

3 

 

Vaqar AHMED is Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad. He has been appointed as a Member 

on the Steering Committee of the Inclusive Growth Centre. He has 

worked as an Economist with the UNDP, Asian Development Bank, Irish 

Rural Economy Research Center and Ministries of Finance, Planning and 

Commerce in Pakistan. He is a visiting faculty member at the National 

University of Ireland, IMT Institute of Advanced Studies in Italy and 

Pakistan Institute of Trade and Development. He has served as an 

Advisor to the Planning Commission of Pakistan, and was also the Head 

of Macroeconomics Section which is responsible for the formulation of annual, medium and 

perspective development plans. He was a technical associate in the economic task forces 

constituted by the Prime Minister of Pakistan including Panel of Economists (2008), Task force 

on Private Sector Development (2009) and Working Group on Macroeconomic Framework for 

Tenth Five Year Plan 2010-15.  

 

Dr. Ahmed has published in areas such as alternate growth strategies, trade and taxation policies, 

remittances, evaluation of free trade agreements, trade in services and infrastructure 

development. He was Principal Coordinator for 5
th

 South Asia Economic Summit which hosted 

over 155 international delegates in Islamabad and deliberations were submitted to national 

governments and Secretary General, SAARC. He is also a member of Research Advisory 

Council in Pakistan Institute of Development Economics and Health Services Academy in 

Pakistan.  

 

 

Sohail P. AHMED is Vice Chairman, House of Habib, Pakistan - an 

industrial and banking conglomerate, manufacturing Toyota vehicles 

under a joint venture with Toyota Motor Company. Mr. Ahmed is also 

Founder Chairman, Pakistan Association of Automotive Parts and 

Accessories Manufacturers. He is an Alumnus of INSEAD Business 

School, Fellow of Institution of Engineers and Member of the 

Management Association of Pakistan. 

Mr. Ahmed has been the Chief Executive of some automotive state sector units and also of some 

leading units in the private sector. He serves as Director on many Boards in public & private 

sectors and has been on the boards of Mack Trucks of Pakistan, Engineering Development 

Board, Board of Investment, Pakistan Steel Mills etc. He is also Chairman of some vocational 

training centres for both genders and has been a member of the Senate of Dawood College of 

Engineering & Technology and Syndicate of NED University of Engineering & Technology - 

both premier institutions of engineering in Pakistan. He is a recipient of The Fellowship of 

World Confederation of Productivity Science. 

Mr. Ahmed is a Mechanical Engineer and completed his Post Graduation at Rotterdam 
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Syed Yawar ALI is currently Chairman of Nestlé Pakistan Limited, 

Wazir Ali Industries Limited, HY Enterprises (Private Limited Company) 

and Chairman of Pakistan Dairy Association. He is also Vice-President of 

the India-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry and is heading a 

committee to ‘Promote Trade with India’. Mr. Ali is also member of the 

Pakistan Business Council. 

 

Mr. Ali has been on the Board of Directors of State Bank of Pakistan, 

Pakistan International Airlines, Agricultural Development Bank of 

Pakistan and Lahore Electric Supply Company. He joined his family 

business i.e. Packages Limited and then became Managing Director of Milk Pak Ltd. After 3 

years of the Joint Venture with Nestlé he went on to become Chairman of the Board.  

 

Mr. Ali was educated at Aitchison College Lahore and got his Bachelors in Chemical 

Engineering and Masters in Management Science from Stevens Institute of Technology. He has 

successfully completed all the parts of the Board Development Series conducted by Pakistan 

Institute of Corporate Governance (PICG) and has been certified as a Board Director by 

PICG/I.F.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naeem ANWAR is Minister (Trade) at the Pakistan High Commission, 

New Delhi since Oct 2009. He has served under the Ministry of Commerce 

Islamabad for many years in various positions including Director (Trade 

Defense Laws), Deputy Secretary (Export/ import), Deputy Secretary 

(Foreign Trade Policy), and Joint Secretary / Secretary, National Tariff 

Commission. Mr Anwar has been part of Pakistan’s Trade Negotiation 

Team for FTAs / PTAs/ Feasibility studies with China, Malaysia, Thailand, 

D-8 Countries, Singapore, Brunei, Indonesia, EU, Turkey, Sri Lanka, Iran, 

Afghanistan, ASEAN etc. During his tenure in India, he has played a 

significant role in achieving substantial progress in relation to trade and 

commercial activities between Pakistan and India. He was part of all ‘Rounds of Talks’ between 

the Commerce Secretaries and Commerce Ministers of the two countries. He has been handling 

various impediments and NTBs faced by the exporters engaged in bilateral trade.  

 

Mr. Anwar holds three Masters Degrees in International Trade, Economics and Sociology. He 

has acquired training and attended professional courses in international economics and trade 

from national and international institutes of repute like WTI Bern, WTO Geneva, UNESCAP 

Bangkok, London University, PIDE, LUMS etc. 
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Mohammad Tariq BUCHA is President, Farmers Association, Pakistan. 

He was Director of Punjab Water Council and has been Chief Executive, 

M/s The Image Professionals (A Public Relations and Event Management 

Company) and Director, Trade Development Authority of Pakistan. Dr. 

Bucha is also a Visiting Professor at Virtual University, Lahore where he 

teaches Public Relations, Advertising & Marketing. He has won many 

awards among which are the Presidential Award for Best PR Professional 

of the year 2004, “Award of Excellence” as Best PR Professional in 1995, 

National Institute of Public Relations Islamabad and “Best PR Professional 

of Pakistan “Gold medal” in 1994. He is also Director and Public Relations Advisor to “Agro 

Industrial Coordination Council”, a Joint Committee on matters of Common concern to 

Agriculture and Industrial Sector set up jointly in 2001 by Lahore Chamber and Farmers 

Associates Pakistan (FAP).  

 

Dr. Bucha holds a P.hd  in Art of Public Relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

G. K. CHADHA is President, South Asian University; Emeritus Professor 

and former Vice-chancellor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 

Prof. Chadha was also a member of the Prime Minister’s Economic 

Advisory Council from 2004 to 2009. During 2007-2008, he was 

Chairman of the UGC Committee to review the pay scales and service 

conditions of university and college teachers of India.  

 

He was a Visiting Fellow at Institute of Development Studies, University 

of Sussex, England, a Visiting Research Fellow at Institute of Developing 

Economies, Tokyo, and a Visiting Professor at University of Mauritius. 

Currently, he is an Honorary Professor at Shenzhen University, China and Nihon Fukushi 

University, Nagaya-Japan. Prof. Chadha has been a Consultant to several international 

development organizations including United Nations agencies such as FAO, ILO, UNCTAD, 

ESCAP, etc. besides serving on numerous other international and national expert committees.  

 

He has written 16 books besides contributing numerous research papers to national and 

international research journals on various development issues relating to India and other 

developing countries of Asia, notably South-Asia, Indonesia and China.  

 

He has been honored with many awards and distinctions for his contribution in the field of 

education, including the D. Litt Degree (honoriscausa) conferred by Panjab University, 

Chandigarh and Mysore University, Mysore, and Doctor of Letters by Pondicherry University, 

Puducherry. He has been President of the Indian Economic Association, President of the Indian 

Society of Agricultural Economics and President of the Indian Society of Labour Economics. 
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Ramesh CHAND is Director, National Centre for Agricultural Economics 

and Policy Research (NCAP) New Delhi. Prior to this, he was ICAR 

National Professor at NCAP (2006 to 2010). He has more than 25 years of 

experience in research and teaching. He has worked in senior academic 

positions as Professor and Head – Agricultural Economics Unit, at Institute 

of Economic Growth, Delhi University; Professor of Marketing at Punjab 

Agricultural University, Ludhiana; Principal Scientist at NCAP; and 

Acting Director NCAP.  

 

Dr. Chand has had international experience as Visiting Professor at University of Wollongong, 

NSW Australia (2000) and Visiting Fellow at Institute of Developing Economies, Chiba Shi, 

Japan (2003) also. He has worked as a consultant for FAO, UNDP, ESCAP, and World Bank. At 

present, he is engaged in research on Food Policy, Trade and WTO, and Agricultural Growth 

and Development. He has served in several high level committees set up by the Government Of 

India including “Steering Committee on Agriculture for XIth Plan” where he drafted the report 

of the Committee. Dr. Chand was presented with Rafi Ahmad Kidwai Award of ICAR in 2011. 

He is also  Chairperson/Member of High Level Committees constituted by various ministries of 

the Government of India and has  been part of the delegation of the Government of India in 

various international meetings. 

 

Dr. Chand has done his Ph. D. in Agricultural Economics from Indian Agricultural Research 

Institute, New Delhi and was a Fellow at National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, New 

Delhi, India. His Ph.D. thesis was selected for Jawaharlal Nehru Award of Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research in recognition of its outstanding research contributions. Dr. Chand Dr. 

Chand has authored  seven books and 75 research papers which have been published in reputed 

national and international journals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deb Kusum DAS is Associate Professor at the  Department of Economics, 

Ramjas College, University of Delhi and is also an External Consultant with 

ICRIER. He is presently working on a research project which attempts to 

quantify the measures of trade liberalization for the Indian economy by 

industry groups. He is also leading a research project on Estimates of 

Productivity Growth for the Indian economy, which aims at generating time 

series data for measuring productivity of the economy and industries. He has 

taught at several universities abroad including Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS) from October- December 2005. 
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Ram Upendra DAS is Professor and Senior Fellow at the Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. His 

broad areas of specialization include International Economics and 

Development Policy. 

 

During his 23 years of research experience he has conducted and 

supervised a number of studies for various institutions including the ADB, 

Commonwealth Secretariat, ILO, EXIM Bank of India, SAARC 

Secretariat, UNDP, UNESCAP and the World Bank. He has also 

contributed to various studies, including the inter-governmental Joint Study Groups (JSGs), and 

international negotiating processes on behalf of the Government of India in the context of 

India’s economic engagements with other countries. These include countries and groupings such 

as Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, Maldives, SAARC, Thailand, ASEAN, Singapore, GCC, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand. He was a member of the Track II Study Group 

of the CEPEA under the East Asia Summit process. He has also handled the issue of rules of 

origin negotiations for all the countries with which India has been engaging under trade 

agreements including the EU, MERCOSUR, Japan and South Korea. He contributed to drafting 

of the SAFTA Treaty and SAARC Agreement on Trade in Services for the SAARC Secretariat. 

He also contributed to resolving complex issues during the India-ASEAN trade negotiations. He 

was invited as a State Guest by the US Department of State and the Government of Indonesia; 

and as a Resource Person by the Government of Maldives. 

 

Dr. Das has authored several research papers and presented them at international conferences 

held in India and abroad at institutions of eminence in the US, Europe and Asia. He has 

numerous publications to his credit on issues relating to international economics and 

development, including peer-reviewed journals and three books. The most recent books include 

Perspectives on Rules of Origin, Palgrave-Macmillan: UK (2011) and Regional Trade and 

Economic Integration, World Scientific: Singapore and New Jersey (2012). He has written 

articles in leading national and international newspapers/magazines and has been interviewed in 

both print and electronic media. 

 

He obtained his Ph.D. and M. Phil degrees in Economics from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi. 

 

 

 

Prabir DE is a Senior Fellow at the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He is also a visiting faculty 

member of the Institute of Foreign Policy Studies (IFPS), Calcutta 

University, Kolkata. He works in the field of international economics and 

has research interests in international trade, regional cooperation and 

integration.  
 

Dr. De has a Ph.D. in economics. He has contributed several research papers 

to international journals and written books on trade and development. He is the managing editor 

of South Asia Economic Journal.  
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Muhammad Ather ELAHI is Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Economics and Finance, and Research Fellow at the Center for Business 

and Economic Research (CBER) at the Institute of Business Administration 

(IBA) Karachi, Pakistan. He has supervised research at MPhil and Ph.D. 

levels on issues related to trade and sustainable development. Prior to this 

he was with the State Bank of Pakistan for about ten years. His research 

interests include efficiency in banking sector, financial crisis, trade 

liberalization and sustainable development. He has presented his research 

in various policy forums and co-authored publications in International 

Review of Finance and Pakistan Development Review. In addition, he has contributed in several 

publications of the Central Bank.  

 

Dr. Elahi holds a Ph.D. in Finance from Tilburg University, MBA (Finance) from Institute of 

Business Management, and MSc (Economics) from the University of Karachi.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bishwanath GOLDAR is Professor of Economics and Head of the 

V.K.R.V. Center for Studies in Globalization at the Institute of Economic 

Growth, Delhi. He was a Senior Fellow at the National Institute of Public 

Finance and Policy, New Delhi during 1988-1990 and Professor at ICRIER 

from 2003-04.   
 

Professor Goldar specializes in industrial economics and international 

trade.  He has a large number of publications, including papers published in 

international professional journals.  The bulk of his research has been on 

productivity, employment, wages and price-cost margin in Indian industries, protection of Indian 

industries, impact of trade reforms, and foreign direct investment in India. He has publications 

also on industrial pollution and climate change issues. He has undertaken a number of research 

projects for government agencies and international bodies.  He has been associated with several 

Official Committees of the Indian Government.  Currently, he is the Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on Industrial Statistics (Central Statistics Office, Government of India).  He is a 

member of the editorial board as well as a member of the Journal Managing Committee of the 

Journal of Industrial Statistics, published by the Central Statistical Office, Industrial Statistics 

Wing, Kolkata.  
 

Professor Goldar has a MA in Economics and Ph.D. from Delhi School of Economics, 

University of Delhi 
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Ashok GULATI is Chairman of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 

and Prices (CACP), since March, 2011. Prior to this, he was Director at 

the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) for more than 10 

years. Before joining IFPRI, he also served as NABARD Chair Professor 

at the Institute of Economic Growth, and Chief Economist at the National 

Council of Applied Economics Research in India.  

 

He has been deeply involved in agri-policy analysis and advice in India. 

He was a member of the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council; a 

member of the State Planning Board of Karnataka; and a member of the Economic Advisory 

Committee of the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.  

 

He has authored/co-edited 10 books on issues related to Asian Agriculture with a focus on India, 

besides several research articles in international and Indian journals of repute. 

 

He has his M.A. and Ph.D. in economics from the Delhi School of Economics. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anwarul HODA is Chair Professor, Trade Policy and WTO Research 

Programme at ICRIER. From 2004 to 2009 he was a Member of the 

Planning Commission, Government of India in the rank of Minister of 

State in the Union Government. As a member of the Planning Commission 

his responsibilities included International Trade Industry, Transport, 

Infrastructure and Urban Developments. He submitted several reports 

including those on Mineral Policy, Improving the Competitiveness of 

India’s Services Sector and Cutting Logistics Costs.  

He joined the Indian Administrative Service in 1962 and a substantial part of his career in the 

government was spent in assignments related to Trade Policy. During the period 1974-81 and 

again 1985-93, he worked in the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India, and the last post 

held by him was Special Secretary in the Ministry. Throughout this period his main 

responsibility was multilateral trade negotiations under the auspices of the General Agreement 

on Tariffs and Trade. He was the Chief Policy Coordinator in the Government of India during 

the Uruguay Round (1986-93). In 1993 he was appointed Deputy Director General 

ICITO/GATT and in 1995 he took over as Deputy Director General, World Trade Organization, 

and in which position he continued till 1999.  During this tenure as Deputy Director General in 

ICITO/GATT and the WTO he was responsible for the Market Access, Agriculture and 

8Commodities, and Rules Divisions. He chaired the Legal Drafting Committee for the WTO 

Agreement, the Tariff Committee for the verification of the results and the Committee on the 

Information Technology Agreement. 
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Ishrat HUSAIN is presently Dean and Director of the Institute of 

Business Administration in Karachi, Pakistan. He was the Governor of the 

State Bank of Pakistan from December 1999 to May 2006. During this 

time Dr. Husain implemented a major programme of restructuring the 

Central Bank in Pakistan and steered the reforms of the banking sector. In 

2005, The Banker magazine of London declared him as the Central Bank 

Governor of the year for Asia, and he received the Asian Banker Lifetime 

achievement award in 2006. 

 

Dr. Husain was appointed the Chairman, National Commission for Government Reforms in 

May, 2006 with the status of Federal Minister and held that position for two years reporting 

directly to the President and Prime Minister of Pakistan. During his distinguished career he has 

also held various senior positions at the World Bank. He is currently also a member of the 

Middle East Advisory Group of the IMF, the Regional Advisory Group of the UNDP and 

Chairman, World Economic Forum Global Advisory Council on Pakistan. 

 

Dr. Husain maintains an active scholarly interest in development issues. He has authored twelve 

books and monographs, and contributed more than two dozen articles in refereed journals. His 

book “Pakistan: The Economy of the Elitist State” published by Oxford University Press in 1999 

has been widely read in Pakistan and outside.  

 

Dr. Husain obtained a Master’s degree in Development Economics from Williams College and a 

Doctorate in Economics from Boston University in 1978. He is a graduate of the Executive 

Development programme jointly sponsored by Harvard, Stanford and INSEAD. 

 

 

 

 

 

Syed Turab HUSSAIN is an Associate Professor and Acting Chair of the 

Economics Department at the Lahore University of Management Sciences. 

He has taught a variety of courses in the undergraduate and graduate 

program in Economics at both LUMS and the University of Essex. His area 

of specialization and publication is in migration theory, trade and 

development and industrial policy. Dr. Hussain has also worked on 

government policy issues such as trade with India, industrial policy of 

Pakistan, dispute settlement under WTO and services trade negotiation 

strategy under WTO.  

 

Dr. Hussain did his Masters and Ph.D. from the University of Essex in 2003. 
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Rajat KATHURIA is the Director and Chief Executive, ICRIER. He has 

over 20 years experience in teaching and 10 years experience in 

economic policy, besides research interests on a range of issues relating 

to regulation and competition policy. He worked with Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) during its first eight years (1998-

2006) and gained hands on experience with telecom regulation in an 

environment changing rapidly towards competition. The role entailed 

analysis of economic issues relating to telecom tariff policy, tariff 

rebalancing, interconnection charges and licensing policy. He wrote a 

number of consultation papers which eventually formed the basis of tariff 

and interconnection orders applicable to the industry. 

  

He has taught undergraduate economics at the University of Maryland and is currently on leave 

from the International Management Institute (IMI), New Delhi where he teaches Managerial 

Economics and International Trade. He has worked with the World Bank, Washington DC as a 

Consultant and carried out project assignments for a number of organizations, including ILO, 

UNCTAD, LirneAsia, Ernst and Young, Consultancy Development Centre (CDC) and Standing 

Committee for Public Enterprises (SCOPE). He has published in international and national 

journals, besides in popular magazines and newspapers. He is founder member of Broadband 

Society for Universal Access and served on the board of Delhi Management Association.  

 

Dr. Kathuria has an undergraduate degree in Economics from St. Stephens College, a master’s 

from Delhi School of Economics and a Ph.D. degree from the University of Maryland, College 

Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sanjay KATHURIA is the World Bank’s Lead Economist in the South 

Asia Regional Integration Department, at Washington, D.C.  Until 

August 2012, he was the Bank’s Lead Economist for Bangladesh, based 

in Dhaka.  He has earlier worked in Latin American and East European 

departments of the Bank, and worked on a diverse range of less 

developed and middle income countries.  Prior to joining the World 

Bank, he was a Fellow at ICRIER.   

 

His research interests include issues relating to economic growth, 

international trade and trade policy, competitiveness, technology development, fiscal policy, and 

financial sector development.  He has to his credit several books and academic as well as 

popular articles on these topics. 

 

Dr. Kathuria graduated from St. Stephen’s College, completed his Master’s at the Delhi School 

of Economics, and his doctoral dissertation from Oxford University.   
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Simrit KAUR is Professor of Public Policy at the Faculty of Management 

Studies (FMS), University of Delhi, where she has been teaching ‘The 

Economic Theory of a Firm’, ‘Macro Economics’ and ‘Public Policy 

Reforms’ for over two decades. She also guides research scholars at the 

Faculty in the areas of Development Economics, Environmental 

Economics, Disinvestment and Mergers & Acquisitions. Currently, Dr. 

Kaur is the Professor-in-Charge at FMS, South Campus. She has also been 

nominated by the Indian Council of Cultural Relations as a Visiting 

Professor to ICCR’s Tagore Chair, at the University of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. She is a member of the Adhoc 

Task Force of the Department of Public Enterprises, Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public 

Enterprises, Government of India. In 2012, she was invited to the Global Business Ethics 

Symposium at Bentley University, Waltham, USA to speak on ‘Role of Business in Mitigating 

Indo-Pak Conflict’. 

 

Dr. Kaur has undertaken several research projects and acted as an advisor to institutes and 

organizations such as the Ministry of Finance, and the Ministry of Industry of the Government 

of India, National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. 

Her areas of interest include agricultural policy, poverty and food security, economic freedom, 

privatization, productivity, and competition.  

 

She has published and/or presented several papers at national and international conferences. Dr. 

Kaur’s book ‘Privatization and Public Regulation: The Indian Experience’, published by 

Macmillan received the Best Book Award. Two of her papers titled ‘MOUs- Corporate 

Governance with Information Asymmetries’ and ‘NREGA and TPDS in Rajasthan and Madhya 

Pradesh: Complements or Substitutes?’ have received the Best Research Paper Award by the 

Association of Indian Management School and the Indian Institute of Science respectively. 

 

 

 

 

Aqdas KAZMI is former Joint Chief Economist, Planning & 

Development Division, Government of Pakistan. He has been a Lecturer 

of Economics at Government College, Lahore and Punjab University, 

Lahore; Assistant Chief, State Bank of Pakistan, Karachi and Economic 

Consultant, PM Secretariat (Public). Dr. Kazmi was also Director Tax 

Policy, Federal Board of Revenue and Chief, Planning Division, 

Government of Pakistan, Islamabad and Economic Consultant/ In charge 

WTO Wing, Ministry of Commerce and later Chief WTO Unit, Ministry 

of Industries and Production. He was also responsible for Implementation 

of GATT, WTO (Uruguay Round) Policies/Decisions. 

  

He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Boston University Massachusetts, U.S.A 
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Usman KHAN is presently Faculty Member, Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS). He started his professional career in 

banking and investment consulting in London where he advised institutional 

clients on financial matters including financial strategy and corporate 

governance. After spending 6 years in the investment industry in the UK he 

moved to Pakistan where he joined as a faculty of economics at LUMS in 

2006. He also worked as Economic Advisor to the Government of Punjab, 

Pakistan on matters relating to commerce and investment. He has also 

worked on projects financed by DFID, ADB, World Bank, USAID, UNIDO, UNICEF, FCO and 

government projects on private sector development, industrial development, industrial 

engineering and productivity, social and economic policy and analysis.  

 

Dr. Khan has authored several key policy documents including the national industrial policy for 

Pakistan, economic growth strategy for Punjab, private sector development strategy for Punjab, 

situation analysis of women and children in Pakistan – analyzing the service delivery of federal, 

provincial and district governments in education, health, water and sanitation, violence and 

disaster management, out of school children in Pakistan, skills sector and service delivery of 

government programs in Pakistan. He has also worked with public departments and 

organizations on their institutional restructuring for better service delivery. His work in 

Bangladesh comprised trade analysis within the SAARC region and work in Nigeria involved 

working with the state governments to design development strategy to improve governance and 

service delivery in key sectors and enhance role of the private sector.  

 

Dr. Khan completed his education at Cambridge University, UK. 

 

 

 

Rajeev KHER is Special Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, Government of India. He has recently been 

designated as Commerce Secretary and will soon be taking this position. He 

is also India’s Chief Negotiator in the WTO. He joined the Indian 

Administrative Service in 1980 and belongs to the Uttar Pradesh Cadre.  

 

During his distinguished career, Mr. Kher has served in different capacities 

including as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Environment and Forests and 

Department of Commerce.  As Joint Secretary in the Ministry of 

Environment & Forests he handled international negotiations on various sustainable 

development issues including the Commission on Sustainable Development, United Nations 

Environment Programme and global environment facility.  As Joint Secretary in the Department 

of Commerce he handled India’s trade within South Asia and exports of major commodities 

such as Chemicals, pharmaceuticals and engineering goods.  Earlier, Mr. Kher has held positions 

in the State Government of Uttar Pradesh in the Departments of Planning, Finance and 

Personnel.   He has also been District Magistrate of two critical Districts in Uttar Pradesh and 

has been Secretary to the Governor during President’s Rule. 

 

He has post-graduate qualifications in international law, chemistry and economics besides a 

graduate degree in law.  



Speaker Profiles 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
2nd India-Pakistan Annual Conference on Normalizing India-Pakistan Trade Relations  

 

January 21-22, 2014, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 

14 

 

Nagesh KUMAR is Director, UN-ESCAP South and South-West Asia Office 

at New Delhi and Chief Economist, UN-ESCAP. Prior to this he was Director 

of the Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division of ESCAP in 

Bangkok and also served as the Acting Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCAP 

from September 2010 to June 2011. Prior to joining ESCAP in May 2009, Dr. 

Kumar served for seven years as Director- General of the Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi based 

public-funded, development policy think-tank.  

 

He has also served on the faculty of the United Nations University-Institute for 

New Technologies (now UNU-MERIT) based in Maastricht, the Netherlands 

(1993-1998). He has served on the boards of the International Centre for Trade 

and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Geneva; the South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), 

Kathmandu; the Institute of Studies in Industrial Development, New Delhi and the Export-Import Bank 

of India. He has also served as a consultant to the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UNCTAD, 

UNIDO, UN-DESA, among others and chaired regional track-II study groups on liberalization of trade in 

services in South Asia and on infrastructure development in the East Asia Summit member countries.  

 

Dr. Kumar has conducted extensive research on aspects of development economics especially its 

international dimensions, resulting in the publication of 15 books and over 90 research papers in 

international and national peer-reviewed publications. His recent books include: Asia's New Regionalism 

and Global Role (ISEAS, Singapore, 2008); International Competitiveness and Knowledge-based 

Industries in India (Oxford University Press, 2007); Towards an Asian Economic Community (Singapore 

and New Delhi: 2005); Globalization and the Quality of Foreign Direct Investment (Oxford University 

Press, 2002). He co-founded the South Asia Economic Journal, published by Sage Publications in 2000 

and was its co-editor for the first ten years. He writes a monthly column in the Business Standard, a 

leading financial daily published from New Delhi. 

 

A Ph.D in Economics from the University of Delhi's Delhi School of Economics (1988), he was a 

recipient of the Exim Bank of India's first International Trade Research Award in 1989 and the Global 

Development Network (World Bank)'s Research Medal in 2000.  

 

 

 

Rakesh KUMAR, is Director, Solar Energy Corporation of India. He has rich 

and diverse experience of 30 years, primarily in the power sector and has 

extensive work experience both in the public & private sectors in reputed 

companies like NHPC, POWERGRID and PTC India across broad spectrum of 

planning & monitoring, operations, marketing & business development, techno 

commercial and regulatory matters. He played a key role in the development of a 

vibrant power market in India more particularly in the growth of PTC India Ltd., 

the largest electricity trading company in the country and cross-border trade in 

electricity with Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh. He was appointed by ADB as 

National Consultant – India for “SAARC Regional Trade Study Report, March 

2010” and has been on the peer review team of IEA for World Energy Outlook 2011 and 2012. He was 

also a member of National Task Force constituted by Ministry of Power on Power Exchange, Programme 

Coordinator for “Indo Norwegian Programme for Institutional Cooperation” (INPIC) and a member of 

CII National Committee on Power and FICCI Power Committee.  

 

He received B.Sc. Engineering in Electrical from B.I.T. Sindri, Ranchi University and a Post-Graduate 

Diploma in Management from Xavier Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar. 
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Zubair Ahmed MALIK is President, Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 

Commerce & Industry (FPCCI). He has been President, Islamabad 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry  and Former Senior Vice President 

,Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry. He is a member of Prime 

Minister’s Business Persons Council, Pakistan; National Business 

Education Accreditation Council (NBEAC), Pakistan, Member Selection 

Board University of Engineering and Technology, Taxila, Pakistan and 

Chief Coordinator, Economic Freedom Network, Pakistan. Mr. Malik has 

been part of various Joint Ministerial Committees of Azerbaijan-Pakistan, 

Pakistan-Nepal and Pakistan-Mauritius. Aside from the above, Mr. Malik is very active in 

representing Pakistan at various National and International forums and events, such as Economic 

Cooperation Organization, World Economic Forum and the China South Asia Business Forum. 

 

Mr. Malik holds a degree in Aeronautical Engineering from Britain’s Air University, U.K. 

 

 

 

Zafar MAHMOOD is the Chairman of Punjab Public Service 

Commission, Lahore and former Commerce Secretary, Government of 

Pakistan. He joined the Pakistan Administrative Service in 1975 and has 

served at various levels in the Pakistan Government as well as abroad. He 

was Consul General in Istanbul and was given the task to promote 

economic relations between Pakistan and Istanbul. He has also been 

Director Finance in Cotton Export Corporation from 1992-95, CEO of 

Export Promotion Bureau, Secretary of Textile Industry and remained 

Secretary Cabinet for a year (2009). 

 

 

 

Rahul MEDIRATTA is a Ph.D. scholar at Northwestern University in 

Chicago, USA in the Department of Political Science. In India he is 

affiliated with Jawaharlal Nehru University at the Centre for Study of Law 

and Governance. His doctoral research contributes an economic perspective 

to the literature on why certain interstate rivalries endure and possibly 

terminate.  In this research he is delving into India-Pakistan smuggling via 

Dubai since the late 1990s, with a secondary focus on Sino-Taiwanese 

smuggling via Hong Kong during the 1980s.   

 

He is more broadly interested in the interaction between formal politics and 

informal politics, particularly in the economic realm.  He also has varied experience outside 

academia – as a Senior Policy Advisor on a high-profile cross-government strategy in Ontario 

on the one hand, and living among timber smugglers in Assam, India on the other.   

 

Mr. Mediratta has an MSc. from Oxford University as a Commonwealth Scholar, and a Bachelor 

of Health Policy from York University.  
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Indra Nath MUKHERJI retired from Jawaharlal Nehru University as 

Professor of South Asian Studies in 2008. During his teaching career, he 

guided and supervised over 25 Ph.D.. theses, a number of them having 

been published. He also served as Dean, School of International Studies, 

from 2001-03.  

 

His research interest is focussed primarily on trade and development 

issues, particularly relating to South Asia. He has authored two books and 

co-authored and edited four others. He has to his credit more than 100 

articles published as chapters in books and as research articles in journals 

in India and abroad. He has completed 22 research projects, mostly relating to strengthening of 

India’s bilateral /regional cooperation with South Asian countries, sponsored by the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi, International Development Research Centre, 

Canada, SAARC Network of Researchers, South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutes 

(SANEI), ICRIER, UN FAO, UN ESCAP,  and a number of national/international Non-

Governmental organisations. He has served as a consultant/ resource person/peer reviewer for 

ESCAP, World Bank, Ford Foundation, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry, New Delhi, and for a number of other Governmental and Non-governmental 

Organisations. These projects relate mostly to modalities for strengthening of bilateral and 

regional cooperation in the Asian region, particularly in South Asia.  

 

 

S. D. MUNI is Senior Visiting Scholar at the Institute for Defence Studies 

and Analyses, New Delhi and also the Editor of Indian Foreign Affairs 

Journal. He superannuated from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, in 

2006 after 33 years of service. At JNU he was Chairman of the Centre for 

South, Central and Southeast Asian Studies (1991-93) and held the 

prestigious Appadorai Chair of International Relations and Area Studies. He 

also served as India’s Special Envoy (2005-06) to Southeast Asian countries 

on UN Security Council Reforms and was India’s Ambassador in Lao PDR 

from November 1997 to December 1999. In 2005, the Sri Lankan President bestowed on him 

“Sri Lanka Ratna”, the highest Sri Lankan national honour for a non-national. 

 

A founder Executive Member of the Regional Centre of Strategic Studies, Colombo, Prof. Muni 

was nominated to the first National Security Advisory Board in 1990-91. He has been an 

Executive member of the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. Prof. Muni has 

been a visiting faculty for teaching and/or research in academic institutions and universities of 

the United States, United Kingdom, Sweden, Norway, Germany, Australia, Japan and 

Singapore.  

 

Author and editor of about two dozen books and monographs, published both in India and 

abroad, Prof. Muni also has to his credit numerous articles in newspapers and periodicals, 125 

research papers and articles in various journals and edited volumes on security and foreign 

policy issues of India, South Asia and Southeast Asia. Some of his recent publications include 

China’s Strategic Engagement with the New ASEAN (Singapore, 2002), Maoist Insurgency in 

Nepal (New Delhi, 2003), India’s Energy Security (New Delhi, 2005), and Responding to 

Terrorism in South Asia (New Delhi 2005. 
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Ijaz NABI is Country Director, International Growth Centre, Pakistan. He 

has also been on the Faculty of Economics at Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS) and a member of the Prime Minister’s 

Economic Advisory Council, Pakistan. He is also a member of the Chief 

Minister of Punjab’s Advisory Council. Since 2009, he has served as 

Country Director, Pakistan Program, International Growth Center, a policy 

research consortium of London School of Economics and Oxford 

University.  He was Dean, School of Humanities, Social Sciences and Law 

at LUMS (2008-2011) and a member of the Monetary Policy Committee 

of the State Bank of Pakistan (2009-2011).  

 

Dr. Nabi returned to Pakistan in 2008 after 22 years at the World Bank in Washington where he 

worked on Mexico, Korea, Thailand (leading the World Bank team during the East Asian 

financial crisis), Malaysia, Korea, Laos and Myanmar.  In 2002-2008, he was Manager, 

Economic Policy, for South Asia region at the World Bank. 

 

Dr. Nabi has published extensively on economic growth, investment and finance, 

industrialization, international trade, agriculture and labor markets in developing countries.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biswajit NAG is an Associate Professor at the Indian Institute of Foreign 

Trade (IIFT), New Delhi. Involved in empirical economic research for 

more than 15 years he also has teaching experience in India, Tanzania and 

Germany and served as a resource person for UNCTAD India’s capacity 

development programme on quantitative issues in international trade 

research. Currently Dr. Nag is engaged in ‘Capacity Development 

Programmes for African Nations’. These programmes are conceived by 

IIFT and sponsored by Indian Govt.  Earlier, he was associated with the 

Poverty and Development Division of UN-ESCAP, Bangkok.  

 

Dr. Nag has completed number of projects for Government of India, international agencies 

including Multilateral bodies. His current research interest is Trade and Development (including 

Poverty Reduction), International Production Network, Global Value Chain, Trade in Services, 

Regional Trade Agreements, Trade and Gender, BoP and Macroeconomic issues, etc.  

 

He has published articles in number of international journals and served as anonymous referee to 

several journals including World Trade Review, Economic Modeling, etc. Over the years, he has 

developed expertise in Asian economies and advised government and companies and 

multilateral bodies on various issues.  He has given his advice to Apparel Export Promotion 

Council of India, Asia Pacific Trade Agreement Secretariat and worked for number of projects 

sponsored by the UN, World Bank, Asian Development Bank, WTO, DFID etc.  
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Nitya NANDA is a Fellow with The Energy and Resources Institute 

(TERI), New Delhi. He has more than a decade’s experience in research, 

consulting and teaching. Prior to his engagement with TERI, he worked 

with CUTS International, Jaipur; National Council of Applied Economic 

Research, New Delhi; and Council for Social Development, New Delhi. 

An economist by training, his current areas of interest are: international 

trade, intellectual property rights, resources, energy and environment 

issues including the relevant legal and political economy dimensions. He 

has published several articles/papers on these issues in professional 

journals, edited volumes and has written several columns for newspapers 

and magazines. He has also authored a book titled “Expanding Frontiers of Global Trade Rules: 

The Political Economy Dynamics of the International Trading System”, published in 2008 by 

Routledge, London. 

 

 Apart from several research projects, he also worked on consulting assignments of 

organisations like United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), World Health 

Organisation (WHO) and the European Commission (EC).  

 
 

 

Manoj PANT is Professor at the Centre for International Trade and 

Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi since 1985. Prior to 

that, he was teaching Economics in Delhi University since about 1975. He 

has also been a guest lecturer in business schools of Indian Institute of 

Management, Lucknow and the Indian institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), 

Delhi and a visiting scholar at the Department of Economics, Columbia 

Univeristy, Massachussets, USA.  

 

He has about 45 publications in international referred journals and three 

books. Apart from his academic pursuits, Prof. Pant has spoken extensively at various public 

fora of organizations like  UNCTAD, OXFAM and other non-governmental organizations on 

issues relating to trade negotiations, investment and competition policy. He was expert member 

of the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India group on Environmental issues in the WTO, 

of the consultative group on trade issues of the Planning Commission, a member of the technical 

committee of the Ministry of Human Resource Development for WTO and Trade in Educational 

Services and Chairman of the Project Review Committee, Department of Scientific and 

Industrial research, Govt. of India. Currently he is also member, Governing Committee, Centre 

for WTO studies, Ministry of Commerce. He also writes a monthly column for India’s leading 

financial daily The Economic Times. Prof. Pant has been Economic Advisor and consultant to 

the Govt. of Nagaland since 2002. 

 

A graduate of St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University, he went on to complete his MA from the 

Delhi School of Economics in 1975 and his Ph. D from the Southern Methodist University, 

Dallas, Texas, USA in 1982.  
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Sanjib POHIT is presently working as Senior Principal Scientist and 

Senior Fellow at the National Institute of Science, Technology & 

Development Studies (CSIR) New Delhi. Earlier he has been Senior 

Fellow/Chief Economist at the National Council for Applied Economic 

Research (NCAER), New Delhi, Indian Statistical Institute and was a 

visiting scholar to University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, USA) and 

Conference Board of Canada. 

 

Dr. Pohit has been a member of several committees of the Government of 

India and a Council Member of Gerson Lehrman group. He is a 

Consultant to various national and international organizations including the World Bank, Asian 

Development Bank, The Energy & Resource Institute (TERI), OECD, CUTS, Price Waterhouse 

Coopers, ICRIER and RIS.   

 

Dr. Pohit is an experienced modeler in the area of trade and environment with 20 years of 

modeling experience. He has worked in the areas of institutional economics, transport 

economics, input-output models, FDI, informal trade, automobile industry, and South Asian 

integration. He has co-authored 5 books, and has published about 80 articles in journals/books. 

He has presented his research at seminars and conferences in different parts of the world 

including Japan, Canada, USA, Bangladesh, Switzerland, Netherlands, Singapore, and Finland. 

 

He was educated at the Indian Statistical Institute.  

 

 

 

 

Selim RAIHAN is Professor at the Department of Economics, 

University of Dhaka and the Executive Director of the South Asian 

Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM). Dr. Raihan possesses vast 

expertise in research on international trade and trade policy including 

the issues related to the WTO and regional trade agreements. He has 

worked quite extensively on applied economics, especially linking trade 

policies and poverty, using Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) 

models, GTAP models, Social Accounting Matrix (SAM) techniques 

and WITS/SMART partial equilibrium model. He possesses expertise 

on dynamic stochastic general equilibrium (DSGE) model. Dr. Raihan 

has experience in research on poverty using household survey data, and 

on poverty analysis using both the micro- and macro-econometric modeling and estimation 

techniques. He has a long experience in teaching international trade, economic modeling, 

quantitative economics, econometrics, development economics and poverty dynamics at the 

Dhaka University. Dr. Raihan has worked for several national and international organizations 

including the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, UNDP, UNESCAP, UNCTAD, 

IFPRI, the Commonwealth Secretariat, FAO, European Commission, ILO, IDRC, DFID, etc. 

 

He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Manchester, UK. 
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Saon RAY is Senior Fellow at ICRIER. Her areas of interest include 

International Trade, Industrial Economics, Microeconomics, and Applied 

Econometrics. Dr. Ray held the Sir Ratan Tata Fellowship at the Institute 

of Economic Growth. Her teaching experience includes microeconomics 

at Jawaharlal Nehru University and international trade, globalization, 

competition policy and economics of regulation at TERI University. She 

has worked in the area of trade policy, technology transfer, foreign direct 

investment, efficiency and productivity issues, behaviour of firms, energy 

and climate change related issues. Dr. Ray has also worked on projects 

on free trade agreements and trade creation effects, the textile industry, 

India’s ethanol blending policy feedstock, up gradation of firms in the garments industry in India 

and demand, availability of feedstock for the petrochemical industry and implications of 

commodity transaction taxes. She is currently engaged in projects that examine the impact of 

American investment in India; link between climate change adaptation and competitiveness of 

cities; and evaluating India’s participation in global value chains. She has publications in various 

national and international journals as well as in edited books.  

 

She holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the Jawaharlal Nehru University on the role of intellectual 

property rights in transferring technology to developing countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saikat Sinha ROY is Associate Professor in the Department of 

Economics, Jadavpur University, Kolkata. Prior to joining Jadavpur 

University, he was a Fellow at the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He also worked at the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB), India Resident Mission, New Delhi.  

 

Dr. Roy’s areas of specialization are Trade and Development, Open 

Economy Macroeconomics and Globalization and India.  His current 

research interests include Applied Trade Modeling, Exchange Rate Pass-

through, Firm Heterogeneity and Trade, Production Networks and 

Inclusive Growth, Regional Trading Arrangements, and Market-access related issues under the 

WTO. He has published extensively in various national and international journals, monographs 

and also in edited volumes. 

 

He completed his Masters from the Department of Economics, Calcutta University. He holds an 

M. Phil. in Applied Economics and a Ph.D. in Economics from the Centre for Development 

Studies, Trivandrum.  
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Sharat SABHARWAL is Information Commissioner, Central 

Information Commission, India.  Prior to this he was High Commissioner 

of India to Pakistan from April 2009 to June 2013.  

He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1975. After serving in various 

positions in the Permanent Mission of India to the UN in Geneva and the 

Indian Missions in Madagascar, France and Mauritius, he was Director / 

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi from 

1990 to 1995. The positions held by him in the more recent years have 

been Deputy High Commissioner of India in Pakistan (1995-99), Deputy 

Permanent Representative of India to the UN in Geneva (1999-2002), Ambassador of India to 

Uzbekistan (2002-2005) and Additional Secretary/Special Secretary in the Ministry of External 

Affairs (September 2005-March 2009).  

Mr. Sabharwal has been Deputy leader/member of the Indian delegations to the UN General 

Assembly, the erstwhile UN Commission on Human Rights, International Labour Conference 

and World Health Assembly. He was also Deputy Leader of the Indian delegation to the 

International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent held in Geneva in October 1999 

and member of the Indian delegation to the World Conference against Racism, held in Durban in 

September 2001. 

 

Aparna SAWHNEY is an Associate Professor at the Centre for 

International Trade and Development at the School of International 

Studies of Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). She completed her 

Masters from the Delhi School of Economics in 1990 and her Ph.D. 

from Columbia University in 1995.  Her publications include papers on 

transboundary pollution, market-based instruments, environmental 

public interest litigations, Indian food exports, WTO negotiations on 

environmental services, etc. Her current research includes International 

Trade in Environmental Goods, Emissions Permit Trading, Renewable 

Energy, Clean Development Mechanism and Technology Transfer. Prior 

to joining JNU, she was faculty at the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore.  She has 

written strategy/ policy papers for the Indian Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Environment 

and Forest, ICRIER, TERI, UNCTAD, and ICTSD. 

 

 

 

Pardeep SEHGAL is a partner and Director at Sinochem Impex, which 

has branches in India and Pakistan. Mr. Sehgal has been trading with 

Pakistan for five years in a wide range of products including chemicals, 

textiles and technology products.  

 
He holds a Bachelors of Commerce degree, and is a member of SAARC 

Chamber of Commerce, CII and FICCI. 
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Sujatha SINGH is Foreign Secretary, Government of India. She joined the 

Indian Foreign Service in July 1976. Prior to this Ms. Singh served as 

Ambassador of India to Germany (2012-2013) and High Commissioner to 

Australia (2007-2012). 

 

She started her overseas assignments as Second Secretary in the Embassy of 

India, Bonn (1978-82). Subsequently she was First Secretary, High 

Commission of India, Accra (1985-89), Counsellor, Embassy of India, Paris 

(1989-92), Deputy Chief of Mission and Deputy Permanent Representative 

to ESCAP at Embassy of India, Bangkok (1997-2000) and Consul General, Milan (2000-04).  

 

Ms. Singh has served over a third of her career at Headquarters. She was Under Secretary 

looking after Nepal (1982-85), Director, Economic Co-ordination Unit (1992-95), attended the 

National Defence College at New Delhi (1995) and Joint Secretary at the Foreign Service 

Institute, New Delhi (1996-97). Subsequently she was Joint Secretary and then Additional 

Secretary responsible for West Europe and the EU in the Ministry of External Affairs, New 

Delhi (2004-07). 

 

She completed her B.A. Honours in Economics in 1973 from Lady Shri Ram College, New 

Delhi and her M.A. in Economics in 1975 from the Delhi School of Economics.  

 

 

 

 

 

E. SRIDHARAN is the Academic Director of the University of 

Pennsylvania Institute for the Advanced Study of India (UPIASI), (New 

Delhi). He is a political scientist with research interests in the 

comparative politics, political economy of development, and 

international relations, including conflict resolution in South Asia. He is 

the author/editor of eight books and has published fifty-eight journal 

articles and chapters in edited volumes, and lectured and made 

conference presentations extensively in India and abroad. He is the 

Editor of India Review, a pan-social science refereed quarterly on India, 

published by Routledge in the United States, and is on the Editorial Board of the UK-based 

Routledge journal, Commonwealth and Comparative Politics. He has held visiting appointments 

at the University of California, Berkeley; London School of Economics; Institute for Developing 

Economies, Tokyo; Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore; and the 

Center for the Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania. He has also been a 

consultant to the World Bank, Ford Foundation, International Institute for Democracy and 

Electoral Assistance (Stockholm), Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, 

and private companies in India and the United States.  

 

He did his Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Pennsylvania.  
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Abid SULERI is Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy 

Institute. Prior to joining SDPI he served as Head of Programs, OXFAM 

GB Pakistan. He has conducted intensive research on “Food Insecurity”, 

“Regional Trade”, and “Globalization and Rural Livelihoods”. His other 

research interests include regional integration, institutional reforms, non-

traditional security issues, and energy governance.  
 

Dr. Suleri serves on various policy forums/advisory boards at national, 

regional, and international levels. He is serving as Member of the Advisory 

Committee of the National Planning Commission since October 2013. He is also member of the 

National Advisory Committee jointly formed by Government of Pakistan and the USIAD for 

Pakistan Strategic Support Porgram. He served as Member of Board of Management of Pakistan 

State Oil (PSO), and Chaired Board Audit and Finance Committee from 2010-2012. He is also 

serving on Board of Studies of various universities and co-supervises Ph.D and MSc students 

under NCCR program.  
 

He was part of the official delegation of Government of Pakistan to WTO Hong Kong 

Ministerial Conference. He was also part of the official delegation in Rio+20 United Nations 

Sustainable Development Conference. He represented Pakistani civil society at the Doha and 

Cancun Ministerial Conferences of WTO as well as World Food Summit (FYL).  
 

Dr. Suleri has been published in many national and international journals. He also contributes 

his policy analysis on sustainable development issues in major national and regional papers. He 

is often invited as guest analyst in electronic media on political economy of sustainable 

development. His book  “Social Dimensions of Globalization? A case of Pakistan” was declared 

“Publication of Most Importance in Year 2004” by NCCR Switzerland.  
 

He holds a Ph.D. in Food Security from the Natural Resources Institute (NRI), University of 

Greenwich, United Kingdom. 

 

 

Nisha TANEJA is Professor at ICRIER and leads the project on 

Strengthening Research and Promoting Multi-level Dialogue for Trade 

normalization between India and Pakistan. Her research areas of interest 

include WTO issues, regional trade, industrial economics and institutional 

economics. She has been engaged in several research projects sponsored by 

the Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Textiles, and Ministry of Finance, 

India as well as the Asian Development Bank, UNIDO, the London School 

of Economics, and the South Asia Network of Economic research Institutes 

(SANEI). Her most recent work is on informal trade in South Asia, trade facilitation and non-

tariff barriers.  
 

Dr. Taneja has also worked extensively on various aspects of India-Pakistan trade. She has 

served on committees set up by the Government of India on Informal Trade, Rules of Origin and 

Non-tariff Barriers. Her research papers have been published in several journals and have been 

disseminated widely in India and abroad.  
 

She holds a Ph.D in Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.  
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Meenu TEWARI is an Associate Professor of Economic Development 

and Urban Planning at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

She is also the HUDCO Chair Visiting Professor at the Indian Council for 

Research on International Economic Relations, New Delhi.  Her research 

focuses on the political economy of development, local industrialization, 

skill formation and upgrading within regional and global production 

networks.  Her work has been published in several journals including 

World Development, Competition and Change, Environment and 

Planning , Oxford Development Studies and the Global Economy Journal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naresh TREHAN is the Chairman and Managing Director, Medanta - The 

Medicity a multi-super specialty institute which matches the highest 

standards of healthcare delivery across the world at an affordable cost. He 

is also one of the prominent business persons appointed by the Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India as a member of the India-Pakistan 

Joint Business Council. Prior to being at Medanta, Dr. Trehan was a Senior 

Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgeon at Apollo Hospitals, New Delhi from 

2007 - 2009. He was the Executive Director and Chief Cardiovascular 

Surgeon of the Escorts Heart Institute and Research Centre for 20 years.  

 

He graduated from King George's Medical College, Lucknow and completed his internship at 

Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. He subsequently obtained a diploma from the American Board 

of Surgery and the American Board of Cardiothoracic Surgery in the United States at New York 

University Medical Center. After obtaining his degrees, Dr. Trehan was in private practice at 

N.Y.U.Medical Center from 1979 to 1988, when he returned to India to set up Escorts Heart 

Institute and Research Centre.  

 

Dr. Trehan has received many prestigious awards, including the Padma Shree and the Padma 

Bhushan Award, by the Government of India.  
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T. S. VISHWANATH is Principal Advisor, APJ-SLG Law Offices, New 

Delhi since 2009. He works closely with government and industry on the 

impact of global economic and trade policies. 

 

In ASL he works closely with different departments of the Indian 

government on issues related to bilateral, regional and multilateral trade 

and investment agreements. He also works with industry across sectors to 

provide strategic inputs on issues of competitiveness including global 

economic, trade and regulatory policies. 

 

Mr. Vishwanath worked very closely with industry in India on bilateral, multilateral and trade 

policy issues as part of the International Trade Policy Division at the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII), which he joined in 1999.  As Head of CII’s Trade Policy Division he was also 

part of the Indian government team for some WTO and FTA negotiations. Before joining CII, 

Mr. Vishwanath was an economic journalist for over 12 years covering trade and economic 

policy issues for some leading Indian economic dailies - The Economic Times, Financial 

Express and the Hindu Business Line.  

 

 

 

 

 

Salman ZAHEER is Program Director for Regional Cooperation & 

Integration in the World Bank’s South Asia Region, a position he has 

held since March 2010 when it was first created. The South Asia 

Regional Integration Unit is supporting country-led efforts to improve 

economic relations across national borders, and within the South Asia 

region and beyond. Priority areas are energy and trade/transport 

connectivity, trade facilitation and leveraging knowledge exchanges in 

priority areas. Over his 20 year World Bank career, Mr. Zaheer has 

managed investment and advisory operations to assistcountries in Eastern Europe,the former 

Soviet Union and South Asia to improve their energy, water supply and broader infrastructure 

services. He was the Energy Sector Manager for South Asia from 2006 to 2010. Prior to joining 

the Bank, Mr. Zaheer worked in the private sector in the USA and internationally; in business 

development, manufacturing, research, and technical services. Mr. Zaheer has a Bachelor’s of 

Science degree from the Delhi University, and graduate degrees in Business Administration,and 

in Economics/International Relations from the USA. 

 


